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INTRODUCTION

This November, voters across 2026 battleground states will select a new class of U.S. Senators,
shaping the 120t Congress and U.S. foreign policy through the rest of the second Trump
Administration and beyond.

Voters deserve to know what these candidates believe and what they have actually done. Some are
newcomers, while others are political veterans. But whether their records are long or short, voters
should know how they will respond to our nation’s pressing security challenges.

POLARIS National Security’s Senate Battleground Guide examines the 2026 field of
Democratic candidates across projected swing states, with candidate profiles that cut through
campaign rhetoric—and provide the receipts so the public can judge for themselves.

A number of candidates openly embrace the far-left’s most radical positions on foreign policy.
Others cloak similar instincts in moderate rhetoric. But across the board, a troubling pattern
emerges: when these candidates are forced to choose between American strength or the far-left’s
demands, they consistently bend to the latter.

The Democratic field of candidates in these states represents a dramatic departure from the
bipartisan national security consensus that has defined American politics for decades. Positions
once considered fringe—weakening our military, sympathizing with terrorists, embracing
adversaries over allies—have entered the progressive mainstream.

This is not simply a group of Senate candidates with a different vision for U.S. foreign policy. This
is the most radical field of prospective Democratic Senators in modern American
history.

Though their records differ, their instincts are largely the same: blame America first, put our
interests last, and retreat the moment strength is required. By and large, their proposed
“strategies” for confronting our adversaries amount to little more than dressed-up surrender.

The stakes for America’s future are high. U.S. Senators are tasked with the world’s most pressing
questions of war and peace. They also determine which senior officials are confirmed to carry out
President Trump’s national security agenda—and whether Congress advances or reverses the
progress made by this Administration.

Candidates may label themselves moderates or pragmatists, but the relevant question is what these
candidates actually say and do when faced with real national security decisions. Have they
supported a strong military? Will they confront America’s adversaries and stand with our allies?
And when the moment comes to choose between strength and the radical left’s demands, where will

they stand?
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Abdul El-Sayed “%

Michigan — Democratic Senate Nominee
Candidate Biography: Here

National Securitv Record
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Terrorist Sympathizer
e Equates Al Qaeda’s 9/11 terrorist attacks with America’s response to the attacks.

e Minimizes 9/11 death toll, refuses to disavow a streamer who said America deserved it.

e (alls U.S. counter-terrorism efforts after 9/11 “a new American imperialism.”

e Accuses the U.S. of giving rise to terrorist attacks by “creating pain” for terrorists.

e [Excused a terrorist attack on a Michigan synagogue as retaliation for striking Hezbollah.
Defense Nihilist

e Supports, reportedly, slashing defense spending by $100 billion, crippling our military.
Promises to block defense spending unless anti-racism funding for schools is boosted.
Accuses America of using military assistance to “destroy other people's schools.”

Calls for laundering unrelated climate initiatives inside the defense budget.

Condemns Obama for not withdrawing from Afghanistan even more rapidly than Biden.

Enemy of Israel

e Refuses to accept Israel’s right to exist, denies it’s a U.S. ally.
Calls Israel evil, peddles claims of genocide and apartheid, and downplays Hamas attacks.
Demands a total arms embargo, including on defensive weapons protecting civilians.
Supports more funding for UNRWA, whose employees helped Hamas execute October 7.
Accuses Israel of dragging America to war instead of thanking it for tackling U.S. threats.
Slanders America as complicit in genocide, attacks Israel’s leader as a war criminal.

Apologist for Iran’s Regime

e Demands that Congress block U.S. military funding to force America to stand down.
Refused to comment on the Ayatollah’s killing to appease his pro-regime supporters.
Opposes military action to halt the nuclear program, wants a return to Obama’s deal.
Denies the President’s constitutional power over the military as commander-in-chief.
Evasive when asked if he stood against the murderous IRGC and Islamic Republic.

ICE Abolitionist
Demands the abolition of ICE, which he calls a “tool for autocracy” that “terrorizes.”
Denies that ICE’s deportation efforts advance public safety or relate to border security.
Attacks law enforcement as “government thugs” with a “culture of aggression.”
Supports not only defunding ICE, but redirecting its funding to amnesty measures.

POLARIS Verdict | EI-Sayed is dangerously unfit for the Senate.
He shows terrible judgment, radical instincts and a deranged
worldview fundamentally incompatible with the responsibilities

of a Senator entrusted with decisions of war and peace.



https://ballotpedia.org/Abdul_El-Sayed
https://freebeacon.com/democrats/in-deleted-social-media-posts-michigan-senate-candidate-abdul-el-sayed-repeatedly-drew-equivalence-between-9-11-and-the-us-response/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/abdul-el-sayed-deleted-social-media-sept-11-attacks-michigan/
https://arabamericannews.com/2021/08/17/afghanistan-contours-of-a-catastrophe/
https://freebeacon.substack.com/p/exclusive-michigan-democrat-el-sayed?
https://apnews.com/article/elsayed-michigan-democrats-midterms-synagogue-9ad2fe773cb94cd7e216ffd9a0aa356a
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/peace_action_ael-sayed
https://x.com/PolarisNatSec/status/2082463413964353540
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/07/haley-stevens-abdul-el-sayed-michigan-democratic-senate-primary/
https://www.metrotimes.com/news/make-renewable-energy-part-of-the-defense-budget-29602149/
https://arabamericannews.com/2021/08/17/afghanistan-contours-of-a-catastrophe/
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2026/07/03/abdul_el-sayed_to_cnn_nobodys_ever_asked_me_whether_palestine_has_a_right_to_exist.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aH9q_yRFn4M&t=1048s
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/2026-04-20/ty-article/.premium/u-s-senate-candidate-from-michigan-says-israeli-government-evil-like-hamas/0000019d-a86b-d096-a3df-eeff58e20000
https://www.jta.org/2026/07/08/politics/haley-stevens-takes-aim-at-netanyahu-in-michigan-senate-debate-as-opponent-abdul-el-sayed-calls-israel-a-rogue-state
https://jewishinsider.com/2025/10/michigan-senate-candidate-el-sayeds-oct-7-fundraising-email-ignores-hamas-attack-blames-israel/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/van-jones-calls-el-sayed-225816089.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAALv9TYcMXAHlydUNa0PwHEIf6QYX7_XOrQ8wdS4tBXrFVfUyzSYFji3vaJ51GbVLeF9FGIBwP6X6iFVuqZ8TIFCY5D84XnEt6qJrUMPOISn3iI-mUoDhxb0cA7aHpRiLU5sso0F9AX06pjSfrXGmkvCNkw2EpbFYYfrnM5ssWO8Q
https://www.localcandidates.org/politicians/abdul-el-sayed/positions/b5a0deeb-08cb-42e9-9f7d-fa9754ada78e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBtnTQ_Evx4
https://politiquote.gigafact.org/quotes/abdul-el-sayed-6a706e/we-just-spent-100-billion-of-our-money-aa896a/
https://transcripts.cnn.com/show/ip/date/2026-04-19/segment/01
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1119-the-ben-ferguson-podcast-29342597/episode/the-future-of-the-democratic-party-hinges-on-mi-340335568
https://freebeacon.com/elections/hearty-congratulations-abdul-el-sayed-hailed-mosque-opening-alongside-holocaust-denier-and-imam-who-asked-allah-to-grant-victory-to-our-brothers-in-iran/
https://abdulforsenate.com/2026/09/icymi-abdul-slams-mike-rogers-on-msnow-for-rubber-stamping-trump-while-michiganders-suffer/
https://abdulforsenate.com/priority/money-out-of-politics/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1119-the-ben-ferguson-podcast-29342597/episode/the-war-on-fraud-heats-up-as-millions-in-alleged-schemes-exposed-340336559?
https://arabamericannews.com/2026/09/25/metro-detroit-leaders-rally-behind-el-sayed-at-dearborn-fundraiser/
https://tools4abdul.com/ice/
https://transcripts.cnn.com/show/sotu/date/2026-07-19/segment/01
https://wdet.org/2026/01/22/abdul-el-sayed-runs-for-michigans-open-u-s-senate-seat/
https://www.metrotimes.com/news/politics-elections/sanders-backs-el-sayed-mckinney-for-u-s-congress-at-packed-detroit-rally/
https://tools4abdul.com/ice/

Josh Turek

Iowa — Democratic Senate Nominee

Candidate Biography: Here

National Security Record

Defunding the Military, Silent on China

e (alls to stop “blank checks” for America’s defense apparatus and military deployments.
Pretends dollars spent on the military prevents funding for domestic priorities.
Skipped a funding vote for Iowa’s veterans for a Schumer-backed fundraiser.
Slams tariffs on China as “farmageddon” without condemning China’s trade practices.
Remains silent on China buying Iowa farmland, despite calling for a “Wall Street” ban.

»*
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Grounding the Guard
e Backed a reckless bill barring Iowa’s Guard from combat, even if the President directs it.
e Fought to make Iowa’s Guard effectively impossible to deploy, hampering the military.
e Ignored law establishing federal authority supersedes states’ on National Guard control.

Leaving the Homeland Exposed

Says “Iowa First” is “taking care of citizens here,” not stopping threats like a nuclear Iran.
Claims he wants border security, but promises to hobble the agencies doing exactly that.
Skipped a vote to block visa holders tied to foreign adversaries from Iowa colleges.

®

Skipped nearly 60 percent of votes this year to fundraise instead of keeping Iowa safe.

Dismissed the capture of indicted narco-terrorist Maduro as an “unconstitutional war.”

Bad on Israel, Soft on Terrorism

e Tried to water down a resolution backing Israel's right to eliminate terrorist groups.
Refused to say whether he opposes arms sales and transfers to Israel.
Claims to oppose Iran getting a nuclear bomb but rejects strikes to stop them.
Tried to add an attack on Trump and January 6 to a resolution on October 7 victims.
Refuses to condemn a far-left streamer who calls America worse than al-Qaeda.

Siding with Sanctuary Cities

e Advertised ways for illegal immigrants to avoid law enforcement in a newsletter.
Vowed to block DHS funding and force a shutdown until his ICE demands are met.
Voted to stop Iowa police from working with ICE to enforce immigration law.
Opposed restrictions on taxpayer-funded welfare benefits for illegal immigrants.

Trumpeted his opposition to a bill requiring proof of citizenship to vote.

POLARIS Verdict | Josh Turek’s “prairie populist” persona masks an
alarming national security record. His record shows a willingness to

weaken America’s defenses, turn a blind eye to our adversaries, and a
fundamental failure to understand the threats of our time.



https://ballotpedia.org/Josh_Turek
https://cbs2iowa.com/newsletter-daily/democratic-senate-candidates-take-part-in-first-tv-debate
https://www.iowapbs.org/shows/iowapress/special/14067/iowa-press-debates-us-senate-democratic-primary
https://freebeacon.com/elections/iowa-democratic-senate-hopeful-josh-turek-skips-vote-on-veterans-funding-to-rub-elbows-with-schumer-aligned-super-pac/
https://www.radioiowa.com/2025/10/29/trade-and-tariffs-a-top-topic-on-iowa-campaign-trail/
https://turek4iowa.com/platform/
https://turek4iowa.com/news/josh-turek-launches-veterans-for-turek-coalition/
https://www.thegazette.com/news/iowa-democratic-senate-candidate-josh-turek-says-he-wants-to-avoid-forever-wars/article_602710fd-eeda-540c-a7a9-aab6e1162050.html
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2024/03/04/idaho-senate-passes-bill-requiring-congress-declare-war-for-national-guard-deployment/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1989/89-542
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/political-news/2026-05-06/josh-turek-zach-wahls-debate-democratic-senate-primary
https://www.iowafieldreport.com/opinion/tureks-new-ad-says-hell-work-with-trump-on-the-border-his-primary-record-tells-a-different-story/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/findLegislation/floorVotes?action=result&calendarItemID=20172&useFile=true&chamberID=H
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/dem-senate-hopeful-ripped-absentee-legislator-after-missing-nearly-60-votes?msockid=263721c50ffd6923076536740e606896
https://www.thegazette.com/news/politics/iowa-republicans-praise-trump-s-seizure-of-maduro-as-democrats-warn-of-unconstitutional-war/article_291f550e-fce8-5146-a396-e6cc70ea2a97.html
https://jewishinsider.com/2025/09/josh-turek-iowa-state-democratic-senate-candidate-u-s-israel/
https://jewishinsider.com/2025/09/josh-turek-iowa-state-democratic-senate-candidate-u-s-israel/
https://www.thegazette.com/news/iowa-democratic-senate-candidate-josh-turek-says-he-wants-to-avoid-forever-wars/article_602710fd-eeda-540c-a7a9-aab6e1162050.html
https://turek4iowa.com/news/josh-turek-releases-statement-on-military-action-in-iran/
https://jewishinsider.com/2025/09/josh-turek-iowa-state-democratic-senate-candidate-u-s-israel/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/HCS/1522197.pdf
https://www.nrsc.org/press-releases/will-josh-turek-finally-condemn-hasan-piker-2026-09-17/
https://mailchi.mp/legis.iowa.gov/turek-statehouse-news-vouchers-will-cost-iowa-taxpayers-1-billion-15965808?fbclid=IwY2xjawMmyp5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHo5GYHUdOUTIojrPqgcvU2bd3a1JFpk25N1kEeoXdL7fpIdrnJCfBRGJmC6G_aem_zMFvPRqrproKixb8buu3-A
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2026/04/08/zach-wahls-criticizes-josh-turek-for-dark-money-support-immigration-bill-vote/
https://x.com/turek4iowa/status/2051825410195833120
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/HJNL/20260218_HJNL.pdf#page=8
https://us19.campaign-archive.com/?u=9f68e4c04f9646e4baeec6d78&id=ff96f4accc

herrod Brown

Ohio — Democratic Senate Nominee
Candidate Biography: Here

National Security Record

Playing Politics with Energy Security

0

Backed Biden’s freeze on natural gas exports, pushing allies toward Russian energy.
Supported more fees on U.S. oil and gas production, empowering hostile energy powers.
Voted against the Keystone XL pipeline, fueling the collapse of a vital energy project.
Voted for a measure banning oil exports from the Keystone pipeline.

Shambolic on Immigration

Refuses to say whether he supports abolishing ICE, feigning ignorance.

Fought against efforts to block illegal immigrants from getting U.S. taxpayer benefits.
Opposed funding to deport and bar amnesty for criminal illegal immigrants

Opposed barring the use of taxpayer dollars to fly illegal immigrants to America.
Co-sponsored a bill to protect sanctuary cities and hobble immigration operations.

Open Borders Warrior

Dismissed concerns about Biden's open border as only from the "far right."

Voted to cancel projects and block construction of the border wall.

Voted against CBP funding to catch lethal opioids and narcotics at the border.

Cast a key vote killing funds needed to install fentanyl detection tools at the border.
Voted no less than 10 times to protect federal funds for sanctuary cities.

Wrong on the Middle East

=

=

Claimed not to trust Israel to abide by a Gaza ceasefire, excusing Hamas’ violations.
Urged a “non-militarized” Palestinian state after 10/7, rewarding Hamas’ terrorism.
Refuses to say whether he would support or oppose arms sales to Israel.

Backed Obama’s weak Iran deal, which Tehran used to covertly pursue nuclear weapons.
Tried to shield Iran’s terror regime by opposing a measure to block sanctions relief.

Running with the Radical Left

Fundraised with a socialist who disparaged America as a “s-hole” and insulted the flag.
Embraced defunding the police in 2020, claiming police “reinforce” racism in America.
Called the U.S. a “fascist police state,” defended Communist propaganda as a student.
Said military action against Maduro’s regime would be “reckless and irresponsible.”

POLARIS Verdict | Brown claims to fight for Ohio, but his record says
otherwise. He cast deciding votes enabling open borders, undercutting
energy security, and backing Biden’s Middle East disasters. Ohio sent

him packing in 2024, and he’s given them every reason to do so again.



https://ballotpedia.org/Sherrod_Brown
https://www.eenews.net/articles/a-new-sherrod-brown-democrat-runs-from-climate-agenda/#&_intcmp=fnc_politics_article_main-content_article-body_6_8
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/biden-s-lng-export-ban-is-a-gift-to-putin
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/58444
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/112-2012/s34
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/112-2012/s33
https://www.ohio.news/stories/sherrod-brown-pleads-ignorance-on-defunding-ice-im-not-close-enough-to-make-those-decisions/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/mcconnell-aligned-group-shreds-sen-browns-handouts-for-illegal-immigrants-in-ohio-spot
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1171/vote_117_1_00351.htm
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1171/vote_117_1_00353.htm
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/all-senate-dems-vote-against-barring-taxpayer-funds-fly-illegal-migrants-us-towns
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1591/all-info
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/ohio-senate-race-ad-wars-begin-new-spot-aimed-sherrod-brown-rcna90174
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1171/vote_117_1_00298.htm
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1171/vote_117_1_00089.htm
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1172/vote_117_2_00321.htm
http://foxnews.com/politics/dem-senate-candidate-sherrod-brown-claims-supports-closing-border-gop-says-record-proves-otherwise
https://townhall.com/news/spencerbrown/2024/03/21/sherrod-brown-caught-on-video-saying-he-doesnt-trust-israel-n2636802
https://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/news/press-releases/van-hollen-joins-colleagues-in-urging-the-biden-administration-to-establish-a-framework-for-us-recognition-of-a-nonmilitarized-palestinian-state
https://www.cnn.com/2026/05/17/politics/sherrod-brown-jon-husted-ohio-senate-democrats-midterms
https://www.banking.senate.gov/newsroom/minority/brown-opening-statement-at-hearing-on-sanctions-and-the-iran-nuclear-agreement
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_votes/vote1141/vote_114_1_00266.htm
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/socialist-jeweler-who-called-us-sh-hole-teams-up-top-dem-senate-hopefuls
https://www.times-gazette.com/story/news/politics/2020/06/10/sen-sherrod-brown-police-reinforce-institutionalized-racism-in-america/42137061/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z115701e001910v115701d--57--b--57--&gca-ft=157&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/andrewkaczynski/sherrod-brown-wrote-some-pretty-interesting-lefty-letters-to#.jjWX8x6Dw
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/venezuela-juan-guaido-donald-trump-2020-democrats_n_5c520bd0e4b04f8645c745f4

Mary Peltola

Alaska — Democratic Senate Nominee
Candidate Biography: Here

National Security Record

Selling Out Alaska’s Energy

©

Caved to lower 48 liberals and backed off confronting Biden’s attacks on Alaska’s energy.
Abandoned a bill she championed requiring Biden to reinstate cancelled drilling leases.
Urged colleagues in Congress to block her own energy measure—then refused to herself.
Told fellow Democrats to vote against Alaska energy jobs.

Putting Alaska Last on Defense

2

Wants Congress to be commander-in-chief and usurp the President’s constitutional powers.
Demands the immediate end of the Iran campaign, giving its terror regime victory.
Voted against a pay raise for American troops and funding for our military.

Opposed Arctic security moves like funding icebreakers and reopening Adak Naval Base.
Missed nearly one-in-five House votes—including on major national security legislation.

Not Concerned About China

»*
*
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Voted against a move to stop money from Chinese nationals from election interference.
Scolded Alaskans concerned about the CCP spy balloon crisis “not to be alarmist.”

Told Alaska not to be overly concerned after reported CCP spies tried to breach bases.
Voiced “full faith” in the Biden Administration protecting Alaska from China’s attacks.

Supports Lower 48 Liberals on Border Security

Gave Biden high marks at the height of his border crisis—then flipped to opposing it.
Opposed hiring CBP agents, improving border tech, and ending catch-and-release.
Failed to call on leftists in Congress to end their reckless homeland security shutdowns.
Failed to support a measure to deport immigrants who assault law enforcement.
Aligned with a far-left group pushing to hamstring ICE and abolish Border Patrol.
Voted twice against holding former DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas accountable.

Refuses to say whether or not she supports Israel despite repeated inquiries.

Stood by Rashida Tlaib after she called for Israel’s destruction and jihad against Jews.
Voted to block a Treasury Department crackdown on non-profits supporting terrorism.
Opposed emergency security assistance for Israel after the October 7 attacks by Hamas.

A Fading Pro-Israel Record
’ (]

POLARIS Verdict | Peltola has put Alaska last on national security.
Her time in Congress shows she can’t be trusted to challenge the radical
left, let alone deliver for the state. Alaska deserves leadership that will

defend its security in the Senate.



https://ballotpedia.org/Mary_Peltola
https://alaskabeacon.com/2024/05/02/peltola-declines-to-vote-for-arctic-drilling-bill-she-previously-supported-citing-fish-policy/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/house-oks-peltolas-drilling-bill-after-she-abandons-it/
https://mustreadalaska.com/two-faces-of-peltola-told-colleagues-to-vote-no-on-alaskas-right-to-produce-while-she-voted-present
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/dem-senate-hopeful-vows-unleash-alaska-oil-her-record-tells-different-story
https://alaskabeacon.com/2026/05/16/alaska-u-s-senate-candidate-mary-peltola-calls-for-congressional-term-limits/
https://www.c-span.org/program/campaign-2026/alaska-us-senate-candidates-debate-fisheries-industry/685130
https://www.yahoo.com/news/peltola-votes-no-u-house-035900831.html?guccounter=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmmpA0oPGpU
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/dem-senate-hopeful-racked-hundreds-missed-votes-stops-multiple-taxpayer-serving-jobs
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/118-2/418
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2023/02/05/the-chinese-surveillance-balloon-traveled-across-alaska-but-questions-remain-about-its-exact-path/
https://www.live5news.com/2023/06/05/alaskas-lawmakers-respond-report-attempted-chinese-spying-alaska/
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/2023/06/01/lawmakers-react-report-suspected-chinese-spies-attempting-enter-alaska-military-sites/
https://www.c-span.org/program/campaign-2022/alaska-us-house-at-large-debate/614345
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/house-dems-seeking-re-election-seemingly-reverse-course-call-biden-bring-order-southern-border
https://repbio.org/roll-call-votes/118-1-209/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/campaigns/congressional/4492477/mary-peltola-alaska-senate-ad-dhs-shutdown/
https://rollcall.com/2023/05/17/house-passes-bill-to-deport-immigrants-who-assault-police/
https://mustreadalaska.com/rep-peltola-among-group-of-democrats-who-signed-pledge-for-no-cash-bail-decriminalizing-prostitution/
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202437
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/08/peltola-campaign-mum-about-whether-she-stands-by-her-pro-israel-record-in-the-house/
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/08/peltola-campaign-mum-about-whether-she-stands-by-her-pro-israel-record-in-the-house/
https://www.billsponsor.com/bills/601038/house-bill-9495-congress-118
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/118-1/577

Troy Jackson

Maine — Democratic Senate Nominee
Candidate Biography: Here

National Security Record

The Far Left’s Main Man

Touted the DSA’s backing, which vow to gut defense spending and close bases abroad.
Refuses to disavow the endorsement of Hasan Piker, who says America “deserved” 9/11.
Stood by Graham Platner's Nazi tattoo, the emblem of a regime Americans died to defeat.
Excused Platner’s disastrous controversies with a shrug: “people can change.”

Refused to condemn violent rioters from 2020, framing as justified unrest.

Morally Confused on Israel

Vows to oppose all military aid to Israel, including for missile defense to save civilians.
Smears Israel’s October 7 response as “genocide” despite the claim being debunked.
Repeated the allegation, even after Maine’s Jewish clergy called it a corrosive purity test.
Claimed Jewish Mainers won’t call Gaza a “genocide” simply because they’re Jewish.
Said anyone who disputes the Gaza genocide charge lacks “eyes and a heart.”

Pushed Hamas’ propaganda that Israel caused October 7 by “killing innocent civilians.”
Accused Prime Minister Netanyahu of being a “war criminal.”

Hopelessly Misguided on Iran

Q)

Supports defunding the U.S. military to force an end to the Iran campaign.

Calls President Trump’s campaign to deny Iran a nuclear weapon “ridiculous.”

Pledges he’d “put diplomacy ahead,” presumably like Obama and Biden’s appeasement.
Calls the Iran intervention an “illegal war,” ignoring constitutional powers.

Pledges to try to block the President from protecting Americans from Iran’s regime.

Undermining Maine’s Security

)

Wants to abolish ICE, hampering our ability to enforce our own immigration laws.
Excuses illegal immigration as “part of Maine” in response to ICE crackdowns.

Backs a fossil fuels ban, hampering U.S. energy security and increasing foreign reliance.
Supported measures forcing higher energy bills and leaving Mainers less energy secure.
Downplayed Maduro’s narco-terrorism while Maine battles a transnational drug crisis.

POLARIS Verdict | Despite his logger-populist image, Troy Jackson’s
record shows he lacks the judgment to defend Maine in the U.S. Senate.
He runs with anti-American socialists, never misses an opportunity to

excuse threats, and displays a shocking level of moral confusion.



https://ballotpedia.org/Troy_Dale_Jackson
https://nypost.com/2026/09/20/us-news/troy-jackson-downplays-ties-to-socialists-after-prior-backing-from-maine-dsa-and-hasan-piker/
https://x.com/hasanthehun/status/2074301447781617924
https://ritchietorres.house.gov/congressman-ritchie-torres-writes-to-executives-at-twitch-and-amazon-hasan-piker-is-dangerous
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/08/nx-s1-5885757/troy-jackson-graham-platner
https://www.dailywire.com/news/deer-in-the-headlights-troy-jacksons-platner-excuses-fall-flat-as-maine-democrats-scramble
https://x.com/TroyJackson207/status/1267570818965520384
https://www.commondreams.org/news/troy-jackson-israel-aid
https://www.commondreams.org/news/troy-jackson-israel-aid
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/08/05/politics/elections/maine-election-senate-troy-jackson-susan-collins-foreign-policy/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/08/05/politics/elections/maine-election-senate-troy-jackson-susan-collins-foreign-policy/
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/09/troy-jackson-israel-gaza-genocide-jewish-voters-maine/
https://x.com/TroyJackson207/status/2075328351175152014?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2075328351175152014%7Ctwgr%5Ede57a3660bd6f45bb1044c7660a40aae7b4eb934%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.commondreams.org%2Fnews%2Ftroy-jackson-israel-aid
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/09/troy-jackson-israel-gaza-genocide-jewish-voters-maine/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/08/05/politics/elections/maine-election-senate-troy-jackson-susan-collins-foreign-policy/
https://www.wabi.tv/2026/09/02/collins-jackson-split-iran-war-authorization/
https://www.wabi.tv/2026/09/02/collins-jackson-split-iran-war-authorization/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/08/05/politics/elections/maine-election-senate-troy-jackson-susan-collins-foreign-policy/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/08/05/politics/elections/maine-election-senate-troy-jackson-susan-collins-foreign-policy/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2026/08/05/politics/elections/maine-election-senate-troy-jackson-susan-collins-foreign-policy/
https://abcnews.com/Politics/immigration-enforcement-flashpoint-maine-senate-race-after-fatal/story?id=134983149
https://x.com/TroyJackson207/status/2090946774114406687
https://x.com/RNCResearch/status/2102192406217060628
https://www.themainewire.com/2026/09/troy-jackson-campaigns-on-affordability-as-maine-ratepayers-shoulder-234-million-solar-program/
https://fox23maine.com/newsletter-daily/troy-jackson-and-hannah-pingree-speak-at-labor-day-union-breakfast

Chris Pappas

New Hampshire — Democratic Senate Nominee
Candidate Biography: Here

National Security Record

Refusing to Stand Up to the Left

Refused to condemn the DSA, dismissing a resolution doing so as a “political stunt.”
Embraces anti-American candidates as part of the Democratic coalition’s “big tent.”
Refused to call out Biden for his Afghanistan withdrawal, expressing vague concerns.
Voted against holding Biden officials responsible for the withdrawal and its fallout.

2
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Sabotaging New Hampshire’s Security

Voted against defense authorization for 2027, endangering readiness at a critical time.
Vows to lower real defense spending while global threats grow more dangerous.
Backed more fees on oil and gas producers, undercutting U.S. energy security.

Opposed expanding affordable American energy, ceding ground to Russia and Iran.

Weak on Defending the Homeland
e Voted to shut down the government, backing Schumer’s attacks on homeland security.
e Helped the far-left hold DHS hostage, costing taxpayers nearly $11 billion.
e Voted against deporting non-citizens convicted of drunk driving offenses.
e Backs funding for sanctuary cities that refuse to enforce federal immigration laws.

Siding With Adversaries

e Voted against the recently-passed Russia sanctions bill after initially backing it.
Opposed the Maduro raid, warning it could cause “global instability” and “foreign war.”
Voted six times to hobble President Trump's ability to strike Iran for national defense.
Opposed Trump’s strike on Soleimani, Iran’s top terrorist plotting to kill Americans.
Attacked the President for Midnight Hammer and obliterating Iran’s nuclear sites.

5O

Turning on Israel

Slammed Israel's warfighting, demanding a “reset” with our closest ally in the region.
Accused Israel of causing “war and instability” with “disproportionate, extreme policies.”
Opposed emergency security assistance for Israel after the October 7 attacks.

Refused to stand up to a radical effort to ban U.S. military aid to Israel.

Voted against denying federal funds to universities that discriminate against Israel.
Cheered efforts to “drum” Netanyahu out of office, meddling in Israel’s election.

POLARIS Verdict | Pappas sells himself as a moderate, but he gives
in to the radical left when it counts. He makes common cause with
socialists and hampers America’s ability to confront adversaries. New

Hampshire can count on him to put politics first—and America second.



https://ballotpedia.org/Chris_Pappas
https://nhjournal.com/pappas-votes-no-goodlander-votes-present-on-resolution-condemning-socialism/
https://x.com/RNCResearch/status/2097479283799158817
https://nhjournal.com/profiles-in-present-pappas-passes-on-confronting-socialist-surge/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2021/08/18/vulnerable-democrats-hesitate-to-criticize-bidens-botched-afghanistan-withdrawal/
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2024455
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2026278
https://www.nhpr.org/politics/2026-08-31/primary-conversations-pappas-says-democratic-party-needs-to-focus-on-kitchen-table-issues
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/58444
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2023182
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025281?Page=2
https://www.crfb.org/papers/government-shutdowns-qa-everything-you-should-know
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2025183?Page=2
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2024437
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/pappas-statement-on-need-for-russian-sanctions
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/pappas-statement-on-us-military-action-in-venezuela
https://accountabilityscorecard.org/reps/nh-01-chris-pappas/
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-pappas-statement-house-resolution-regarding-use-military-force-iran
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-killing-qasem-soleimani/
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/pappas-supports-war-powers-resolution-presses-administration-to-prioritize-diplomacy-security-of-troops
https://nhjournal.com/once-proud-pro-israel-dem-pappas-votes-against-anti-boycott-bill/
https://pappas.house.gov/media/press-releases/pappas-statement-on-massie-amendment
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/118-1/577
https://nhjournal.com/pappas-powers-past-manzur-but-primary-leaves-dems-divided/
https://nhjournal.com/once-proud-pro-israel-dem-pappas-votes-against-anti-boycott-bill/
https://www.nhpr.org/politics/2026-08-31/primary-conversations-pappas-says-democratic-party-needs-to-focus-on-kitchen-table-issues

Roy Cooper

North Carolina — Democratic Senate Nominee
Candidate Biography: Here

National Security Record

S

®

Putting Politics Before National Defense

Opposed a $200 billion package to keep our military armed and our adversaries cowed.
Called equipping our troops and re-arming the U.S. military “misplaced priorities.”
Said targeted funding to combat Iran’s terrorism could pay for Obamacare instead.
Blamed President Trump’s strikes—not Iran’s regime—for U.S. service member deaths.

Sanctuary Governor

Spurned immigration law, vetoing bills requiring sheriffs to cooperate with ICE.
Blocked legislation protecting those charged with felonies from immigration authorities.
Helped free criminal illegal aliens who went on to kidnap and assault American citizens.
Refused to disavow open-borders socialists, saying Democrats have “got to be together.”
Backed Schumer’s homeland security shutdown and withholding disaster relief funds.

Public Safety Liability

Launched a task force pushing light sentences for violent repeat felons and fewer arrests.
Agreed to release 3,500 inmates early; 600 were charged with felonies, like murder.
Vetoed tougher penalties for violent rioters, calling them “unnecessary.”

Failed to earn the endorsement of a single North Carolina law enforcement group.

Blind to Threats

Accepted a $7,000 campaign donation from a member of the Chinese Communist Party.
Recruited a solar company with CCP ties, providing them millions in taxpayer dollars
Downplayed the company’s ownership by a Chinese conglomerate with CCP leadership.
Opposed the Maduro raid, calling it a reckless move for “big oil company profit.”

Failed to call out Maduro’s crimes or dictatorship, even when fellow Democrats did.

Coddling Anti-Israel Extremists

Stayed silent as anti-Israel protestors took over UNC Chapel Hill’s campus.

Tried vetoing penalties for anti-Israel protesters using masks while committing crimes.
Failed to condemn a resolution calling Palestinian security prisoners “hostages” for days.
Expressed confidence in Joe Biden as the Middle East’s “best hope” for peace.

POLARIS Verdict | Behind Roy Cooper’s moderate brand masks a
radical record: sanctuary for criminals, mass prisoner releases, and
weakness toward adversaries. Senators decide matters of war and

peace—and Cooper has shown he cannot be trusted with either.



https://ballotpedia.org/Roy_Cooper
https://www.breitbart.com/clips/2026/03/24/roy-cooper-people-cant-afford-affordable-care-act-for-cost-of-iran-supplemental-we-could-make-healthcare-affordable/
https://www.breitbart.com/clips/2026/03/24/roy-cooper-people-cant-afford-affordable-care-act-for-cost-of-iran-supplemental-we-could-make-healthcare-affordable/
https://www.breitbart.com/clips/2026/03/24/roy-cooper-people-cant-afford-affordable-care-act-for-cost-of-iran-supplemental-we-could-make-healthcare-affordable/
https://roycooper.com/roy-cooper-continues-make-stuff-cost-less-tour-in-goldsboro/
https://www.wral.com/story/cooper-vetoes-bill-requiring-sheriffs-to-honor-ice-detainers/18583029/
https://ncnewsline.com/2024/11/20/senate-overrides-veto-school-voucher-funding-sheriffs-ice/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/cooper-vetoes-bill-requiring-sheriffs-to-cooperate-with-ice-law-enforcement/
https://www.dailywire.com/news/dem-senate-hopeful-vetoed-ice-cooperation-and-these-migrant-criminals-took-advantage
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/undercover-video-exposes-dem-senate-nominees-plan-embrace-socialists-got-to-be-together
https://ncnewsline.com/2026/01/26/roy-cooper-backs-conditions-on-homeland-security-funding-after-minnesota-shootings/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/beltway-confidential/3797473/charlotte-train-stabbing-iryna-zarutska/
https://freebeacon.com/democrats/roy-cooper-appointed-violent-ex-con-gangbanger-to-racial-equity-in-criminal-justice-task-force-gushed-over-groups-proposals-to-weaken-police/
https://nypost.com/2026/05/07/us-news/nearly-half-of-inmates-released-under-nc-gov-roy-cooper-during-covid-have-reoffended-including-18-charged-with-murder/
https://www.wbtv.com/2021/05/10/nc-house-passes-bill-increase-punishment-riots-civil-disorder-2/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2026/08/27/democrat-roy-cooper-shunned-by-law-enforcement-in-north-carolina-senate-run/
https://nypost.com/2026/09/04/us-news/ccp-linked-businessman-maxed-out-donations-to-chris-pappas-other-dems-in-key-senate-races/
https://freebeacon.com/latest-news/chinese-owned-solar-company-backed-by-roy-cooper-now-wants-out-of-north-carolina-citing-new-trump-rules/
https://freebeacon.com/latest-news/chinese-owned-solar-company-backed-by-roy-cooper-now-wants-out-of-north-carolina-citing-new-trump-rules/
https://www.wral.com/news/nccapitol/nc-lawmakers-venezuela-strike-january-2026/
https://www.wral.com/news/nccapitol/nc-lawmakers-venezuela-strike-january-2026/
https://chapelboro.com/news/unc/lawless-nonsense-nc-republicans-react-to-unc-protests-police-responses
https://abc11.com/post/hb-237-house-representatives-vote-controversial-nc-bill/14934919/
https://dev.jewishinsider.com/2025/07/roy-cooper-north-carolina-senate-jewish-community/
https://www.dukechronicle.com/article/2024/01/duke-university-q-a-north-carolina-governor-roy-cooper-2024-election-higher-education-gun-violence-climate-change-discrimination-affirmative-action-financial-aid-higher-education-student-loan-forgiveness-unc-chancellor-israel-hamas-war-rivalry

James Talarico

Texas — Democratic Senate Nominee

Candidate Biography: Here l

National Security Record

Far-Left Poster Boy

e Said America needs to look to Europe for “inspiration” on how to be a “true democracy.”
Accused the U.S. military of indiscriminately “bombing people” around the world.
Peddled Marxist claims America is seeking to “colonize Venezuela” by capturing Maduro.
Labeled Trump’s Venezuela moves and push for a deal with Greenland “imperialism.”
Accused the Trump Administration of “sending U.S. troops to die” in the Middle East.

2

Border Security Democrat?
e Vowed to oppose any DHS secretary refusing to destroy ICE, a “secret police force.”
e Helped illegal immigrants evade law enforcement and lied about ICE “kidnapping.”
e (Claims he opposed Biden’s border policies despite producing no evidence of doing so.
e  Opposed billions for border security, called border wall funding “anti-immigrant.”

Hostile to Israel
® Supports an arms embargo on aid to Israel until it stands down against terrorists.
Accuses Israel of “slaughtering children” in Gaza and “waging war on civilians."
Pledged to use “every bit of U.S. leverage” on Israel to force it to stop striking Hamas.
Claimed there is “evidence” of genocide in Gaza, accusing U.S. of complicity.
Accused Israel of restricting aid, using forced famine, and collective punishment in Gaza.

Backwards on Terrorism
e Accused Trump of launching a “forever war” by striking Iran to deny it a nuclear weapon.
a e Opposed imposing U.S. travel restrictions on countries with high incidents of terrorism.
( e (Claimed that striking Iran was somehow “the single best way to empower” its regime.
m e Argues America somehow harmed Iran’s pro-democracy forces by striking its repressors.
e Jgnored the gunman’s Iranian flag and Islamic hoodie in Austin’s mass shooting.

China’s Buddy in Texas
e Condemned calling COVID-19 the “China Virus” as racism against Chinese nationals.
* *4 e Voted against a bill stopping certain Chinese nationals buying farmland and real estate.
* e Opposed efforts to prevent state entities from investing in CCP-controlled companies.
e Encouraged “sister-city relationships” with China, despite later flipping after the vote.

POLARIS Verdict | Talarico casts himself as moderate but promotes far-
left policies of retreat that double down on Obama and Biden’s failures. His
radical stances are a roadmap for leaving Texas weaker, America

vulnerable, and a dangerous world.



https://ballotpedia.org/James_Talarico
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/texas-senate-candidate-talarico-said-044906718.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43bV4rvXYUc
https://x.com/TeamTalaricoHQ/status/2015169534043226406?s=20
https://x.com/TeamTalaricoHQ/status/2015169534043226406?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/SGL7YBQG3tM
https://x.com/teamtalaricohq/status/2034780177452900655?s=46
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/dem-texas-senate-candidate-called-illegal-aliens-constituents-shared-how-could-evading-ice
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/dhs-hits-back-james-talarico-democrat-claims-ice-kidnapped-5-year-old-boy-deported-father
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/progressive-talarico-knifes-bidens-open-border-tries-moderate-stance-key-issues-texas-senate-race
https://www.dailysignal.com/2026/07/16/talarico-border-security-voting-record/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/progressive-talarico-knifes-bidens-open-border-tries-moderate-stance-key-issues-texas-senate-race
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/08/james-talarico-israel-aid-netanyahu-aipac-breakfast-club-interview/
https://scribehawk.com/transcript/full-interview-james-talarico-on-texas-senate-race-ken-paxton-and-more
https://dev.jewishinsider.com/2025/12/texas-jewish-voters-james-talarico-democratic-senate-candidate/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/51-the-breakfast-club-24992238/episode/interview-james-talarico-on-texas-senate-race-ken-paxton-jasmine-crockett-black-voters-businesses-more-342652866
https://jamestalarico.com/issue/foreign-policy/
https://x.com/jamestalarico/status/2027780986138718385?lang=en
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2026/03/23/no-ban-no-wall-texas-dem-senate-candidate-james-talarico-pledges-end-trumps-so-called-muslim-ban/
https://pod.wave.co/podcast/the-bulwark-podcast/james-talarico-the-bulwark-live-from-dallas#transcript
https://pod.wave.co/podcast/the-bulwark-podcast/james-talarico-the-bulwark-live-from-dallas#transcript
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/texas-democratic-senate-candidates-sidestep-islamic-terrorism-concerns-following-deadly-austin-attack
https://x.com/jamestalarico/status/1372647425668739074?s=20
https://freebeacon.com/latest-news/james-talarico-voted-against-bills-targeting-ccp-influence-in-texas-including-popular-measure-barring-chinese-nationals-from-buying-farmland/
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB667
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB128

A

POLARIS

NATIONAL SECURITY

CONCLUSION

The record is clear. When confronted with the national security issues of our
time, these candidates repeatedly demonstrate poor judgment and a
lack of preparedness to meet the challenges facing the nation. From Texas to
Michigan, and across all the battleground states in between, these candidates are
not up to the responsibilities of governing and policymaking on which the
American people depend.

This moment demands leaders prepared to lead with strength and moral clarity.

The United States needs a Congress that will work with President Trump and his
Administration to advance a Peace Through Strength agenda—not hamper it.
Lawmakers play an indispensable role in securing our borders, strengthening
America’s defenses, and ensuring the United States has the resources and resolve
necessary to protect Americans from our adversaries abroad.

This slate of candidates would take the country in the opposite direction. They
would work to unravel the Trump Administration’s successes and undo its hard
work repairing the damage caused by Biden’s disastrous foreign policy.

America’s national security is too important to entrust to these candidates.
Their words and deeds point toward a weaker, poorer, and more
vulnerable America.
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